It had not been a good month in Oakland.

| The murder rate was rising in the black

community. A white cop confessed that he

strangled his wife and tried to frame the

[ city's street gangs by writing “WAR" on the

| side of her car. White residents of the Oak-

| Jand hills threatened to sécede from the city
and create their own town of “Tuscany.”

| The Mindells’ three days at Merritt Col-

| lege were billed as an experiential workshop
r on racial tension and conflict resolution.

It didn’t take long for the racially diverse
group of 200 people sitting in a circle in
Building R to experience racial conflict.

Arny Mindell started the fireworks by
confessing he was among those who have
been “unconsciously racist by using his
white privilege.” That wasn’t enough for

| several of the black members of the audi-

| ence.

i “Don’t just acknowledge that you have

| privilege,” replied one black woman. “What
are you white men going to do about it?”

‘When a white man stepped forward and
| said, “I'm not ready to give up my privilege,”

HeruNefera Amen, who is black, decided
he’d heard enough.

“Now we’ve got a conflict,” said Amen,
| youth program director with the Oakland
Men’s Project. “You got the privilege. Give it
up! Give it up! Give it up, now!”

“How do we give it up?”
See Page B6, Col. 1
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Jean Gilbert-Tucker (left) talks with mediators Amy and Arny Mindellin
Oakland. Their approach ‘is the first kind of psychology I've seen that is

truly cross-cultural,’ Gilbert-Tucker says.
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spurs dialogue

§ “You figure it out,” Amen re-
plied.

Then Spencer Hahn, who is
Wwhite, decided he'd heard enough.
gf;;lm stepped forward for a face-

Hahn, bearded with long
brown hair, was ‘wearing a Hawai-
ian shirt, shorts and sandals.
Amen, with thin mustache and
close-cropped hair, was ‘wearing a
bright African shirt, blue jeans
and white sneakers. Anger burned
from both faces, six inches apart.

“When you talk like that, I
don’t want to deal with you. Iwant
to head back to Marin County,
;ztbﬁr than try to build a bridge to

u.

“That’s bull----” Amen yelled.
_ Hahn explained that he taught

high schpol in San Francisco, and
k_ept seeing bright black kids get-
ting into trouble and expelled.

“I don’t know how to work in
black culture,” he said.
B Amen said Hahn’s story
'sounds too pat,” and declared an
impasse.
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